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Biography 
I hold a BSc in Maths and Physics (NTU: 1992), MSc Computer Graphics and Virtual Reality (Hull, 1996) and 

PhD (Salford: 2014). Before joining the University of Salford, in 2000, I worked as a research associate at 

Lancaster University and as Development Manager for Virtual Presence Ltd (at that time the UK’s largest 

independent Virtual Reality technology company). I joined the University of Salford in 2000 as a Research 

Fellow, leading workpackages for the EU funded Diversity and Future Workspaces projects.  I was appointed 

as a Lecturer, at Salford, in 2004, and promoted to Senior Lecturer in 2007. My primary teaching, and research 

domains, relate to Programming, 3D Computer Graphics, Virtual Reality and Data Visualisation.   

In 2009 I was appointed leader of the computer science subject group, later the Directorate of Computer 

Science and Software Engineering, in 2009 at a time when Salford’s Computer Science standing had dropped 

well below its previous top 10 national ranking. Through the development of a programme of strategic change 

and portfolio renewal, the directorate focused on the development of a professional and integrated 

student/staff community. This sought to develop practical computer science education underpinned by 

theory, enabling all students to acquire industry relevant skills and understanding, whilst also supporting life-

long learning and career development, thereby ensuring our students and programmes delivered the 

knowledge, skills and understanding our industry partners were wanting. This resulted in improved student 

satisfaction, and higher league table positioning (from bottom in 2009 to first/second quartile now, in the 

2013 Guardian league table Computer Science at Salford showed the largest ever subject table movement 

jumping 73 places), improved progression and sustained growth. Programmes within the directorate returned 

high NSS satisfaction levels and our graduate students are sought after, by industry, both regionally and 

nationally. Our student body and portfolio continue to expand and develop with, most recently, new 

programmes, at both UG and PGT, in both Cyber Security and Data Science. The directorate was dissolved in 

2019 following a school re-structure 

I was awarded a personal chair, as Professor of Extended Reality, in 2019 reflecting my historical, and ongoing 

work in this area, specifically in the domains of immersive data visualisation and 3D medical visualisation. In 

May 2020 I will be leaving The University of Salford, after 20 years, to take up a new role as Deputy Head of 

Department (Computing and Mathematics) at Manchester Metropolitan University.  

I am passionate about improving the broader intellectual capital of our students and have both lead and 

fostered opportunities to develop teaching spaces and student opportunities. These include the development 

of teaching spaces to reflect modern professional, creative computer science environments (and promote this 

wider in our community), leading a consortium bid for the HEFCE Institute of Coding (focused on tracking our 

industry horizon and building opportunities for students to gain experience of this; we came second in the 
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process), fostering and developing strong sustainable partnership links with our European partners and have 

lead the development and delivery of an innovative Level 7 Apprenticeship programme which seeks to develop 

digital empowerment for graduates from any background (thereby meeting the needs of Industry 4.0). Within 

the wider university I am a member of committees and delivery groups related to Teaching and Learning, 

Degree Classifications, Digital Strategy, and the development of our Industrial Collaboration Zones (ICZ).       

As a member of the CPHC committee I will seek to continue this agenda of enriching our student experience 

and ensuring we maintain our relevance with industry. In particular I would seek to develop initiatives for real 

equality and relevance in our student placement opportunities, work further with academia and industry to 

extend the impact of our subject across the wider HE curriculums, and champion our needs for physical and 

digital environments that reflect the educational and industrial needs of our students, members and academic 

bodies. 

     

 


