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Name: Edmund Robinson, nomination for CPHC Chair 
Email: e.p.robinson@qmul.ac.uk 
Tel: 020 7882 5209 
Address: Peter Landin Building 
School of Electronic Engineering and Computer Science Queen Mary University of 
London 
10 Godward Square 
London E1 4FZ 
UK  
Nominated by: Sally Fincher, PhD Professor of Computing Education  
School of Computing, University of Kent, Canterbury, Kent, CT2 7NF, UK  
 
Brief Biography: I am Professor of Computer Science at Queen Mary University of 
London, where I am also Head of our Research Group in Theoretical Computer 
Science.  
But I spent eight years as Head of Department, during which I first led the merger 
between Computer Science and Electronic Engineering and then became founding 
Head of the merged School.  
I am particularly proud of our achievements during that time. We built up the 
reputation of our research groups, and massively increased our grant portfolio. We 
helped lead the development of Queen Mary that has brought it into the Russell 
Group (something that would have been unthinkable at the start of my term). We 
were one of the first departments to take outreach seriously, and underwrote the 
early issues of cs4fn. And we put in the foundations for the current school, which is 
one of the few in the country that is:  

•  In the top twenty (maybe top 10) for research  

•  Equally serious about teaching (we are the only Russell Group institution  
that has a leadership role in the Institute of Coding)  

•  Continues to take a large percentage of its students from diverse and  
deprived backgrounds.  
 
My own research is in category theory and logic, and is very much at the theoretical 
end of the spectrum. During the course of my career I’ve taught courses across large 
swathes of the standard Computer Science curriculum, and as well as being Head of 
Department, I’ve been both Director of Studies and Senior Tutor.  
 
I began my academic career as a mathematician at Cambridge, before moving to 
Edinburgh Computer Science for a pivotal year during which I started to learn how 
the mathematics and logic I had seen at Cambridge could be put to good use. After 
that I moved around quite a bit, spending time back in Cambridge, then a couple of 
years in Canada and rather more at Sussex before being offered a chair at Queen 
Mary.  
 
Candidate Statement: Over the next few years the academic Computer Science 
community will face some real challenges. Many of us are particularly vulnerable 
under the new TEF regime, and all of us face funding challenges. We have made a 
start to understand the figures and statistics better and to share expertise through 
the community. We need to do more.  



 
At the same time, Computer Science is vital for the future. The one-line summary of 
the country’s economic strategy is to be doing the smarter more valuable stuff. All of 
that involves computing. So a strong computing sector is vital to being able to deliver 
on that and ultimately pay all of our pensions. Universities are undoubtedly the main 
engine for keeping us at the forefront. We need to make the case and get people to 
understand this. And they need to understand that all of our universities are 
contributing. We may have international superstars, but, just as in all sorts of 
international sport, there are plenty around capable of raising their game to the same 
level. We have more than the odd superstar. We have great strength in depth.  
 


