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Harin Sellahewa 

Harin Sellahewa holds a BSc in Information Systems and a DPhil in Computing, both from the 

University of Buckingham (UB). His DPhil research on wavelet-based face recognition for constrained 

devices was supervised by Professor Sabah Jassim. During the latter stages of his DPhil, he worked 

on the EU-funded FP6 project, SecurePhone as a Research Associate. He then joined the Gray Cancer 

Institute (now the Gray Institute for Radiation Oncology & Biology, University of Oxford), as a post-

doctoral scientist to under the mentorship of Professor Boris Vojnovic on the award winning CyMap 

project. Harin’s role was to develop algorithms to automatically detect, count and track cells. 

Harin rejoined Buckingham in 2008 as a researcher; became a Lecturer in 2009; a Senior Lecturer in 

July 2012 and a Reader in January 2018. He was appointed Head of Applied Computing Department 

(now School of Computing) in November 2014 and Interim Dean of School of Computing from 1st 

September 2018. Harin has overall responsibility for around 100 students, twelve academic/research 

staff, three administrative staff; taught and research programmes; and the School’s budget. He sets 

the overall strategy for the School’s direction and its position within the University. As a Dean, Harin 

is a member of the Executive Committee (the senior leadership team) and the Senate. He is also the 

Chair of the University Collaborations Committee. 

Harin’s research interests are in computer vision, pattern recognition and machine learning with a 

particular focus on biometrics and image forensics. He has co-authored over 50 peer-reviewed 

journal/conference papers and a book chapter. He was the Lead Academic of a successfully 

completed two-year Knowledge Transfer Partnership (KTP) project, jointly funded by Innovate UK 

and Deepnet Security Limited. He is the Lead Academic of the recently started KTP project, jointly 

funded by Innovate UK and Russell IPM. 

More recently, Harin has expanded his work into augmented reality (AR) and virtual reality (VR) with 

a particular interest in their use in higher education.  

Harin is a passionate promotor of STEM. He has spoken at schools and public engagement events; 

organised and participated in several STEM activities (coding tasters, AR and VR experience); 

launched a campaigned to increase diversity in Computing at Buckingham with aim to increase the 

percentage of female computing undergraduates at Buckingham to 30% by the end of 2020 (phase 1 

target). At present, 20% of computing undergraduates at Buckingham are female – an increase from 

less than 10% this time in 2017. 

Nominee’s interest in standing to become an Ordinary Member: 

Having attended a recent CPHC Annual Conference and its workshop for New Heads of Computing, I 

see a huge a benefit – personally and to the School of Computing at Buckingham – in being actively 

involved in CPHC as a committee member.  

I am particularly interested in initiatives to increase diversity in Computing and promoting the 

development of coding skills among all university students irrespective of their academic discipline. 

Coming from University of Buckingham – and independent, not for profit HEI – I would be able to 

bring a unique perspective (e.g. two-year degrees) to CPHC and its members as well as to learn from 

the sector.  

Buckingham is considering entering REF2021 – the first time independent HEI are eligible to 

participate in REF (formerly REA). As such, I will be able to learn from, and contribute to, CPHC on 

REF submissions by independent HEIs.  


