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Role   Academic Dean, Faculty of Technology 
 
Nominated by Dr Nick Savage, University of Portsmouth 
 
I am seeking re-election to CPHC committee, having served as an elected committee 
member for the last 2 years (elected in 2017). Previously I was chair of CPHC’s 
Learning Development Group (2004 - 2011) and I retain my interest and passion for 
learning, teaching and assessment and pedagogic research in Computer Science and 
related disciplines.  
 
Currently I am Academic Dean for the Faculty of Technology which includes the 
School of Computer Science and the School of Engineering. I am a National Teaching 
Fellow (2010). I have been a visiting scholar at the University of Cape Town (SA) from 
2013 – 2016. I am a board member for DYNAMO NE (consortium of tech sector 
employers in the north east), on the advisory board of the NE Digital Catapult and a 
trustee of the NE Futures University Technical College (UTC). 
 
I will contribute to CPHC through my interest and experience in learning, teaching and 
assessment, my understanding of the degree apprentice environment, my work on 
gender balance in computer science, my work on widening participation and my 
engagement with other organisations including the BCS, the Institute of Coding, the 
Staff and Educational Development Association and Advance HE. 
 
I can bring strong cross representation to CPHC through my links and activities with  
 

a. the BCS (chair of NE branch of BCS, member of AAC, past chair of AAC and 
past member of BCS Academy) and  

b. the Institute of Coding (institutional lead for one of the original consortium of 
universities).  

 
My subject research and teaching interests focus on cybersecurity and digital forensics 
– currently looking at threat sharing in cybersecurity, embedding cybersecurity in the 
CS curriculum, methods for digital investigations in “big data”, and gender issues in 
cybersecurity. I am also active in research in academic and pedagogic issues in higher 
education with particular interest in student assessment and feedback.  

I have recently completed a research project on Problem Based Learning in 
Cybersecurity. As indicated above I am involved in the Institute of Coding Project – 
leading the University of Sunderland contribution to the project and am leading an 
ERDF funded project on Sustainable Advanced Manufacturing.  

In my spare time I practice Shokokai karate and is currently a black belt 3rd Dan 
working towards his 4th Dan. 


