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Nomination for Secretary (1 position, 1 nomination) 

Colin Johnson, University of Kent 

Colin Johnson is currently a Reader in the School of Computing at the University of Kent and Sub-

Dean and Director of Graduate Studies for the Faculty of Sciences. Prior to this he spent a year as 

Head of the School of Computing, and prior to Kent he worked at the University of Exeter and Napier 

University. 

His research interests are in computational intelligence and machine learning, in particular the in the 

application of bio-inspired and information theoretic methods in program synthesis, and in 

applications in data mining, bioinformatics and digital humanities. He has supervised 11 PhD 

students to completion and regularly acts as an external examiner for PhDs both in the UK and 

overseas. His main area of teaching is in software engineering and programming, and he has also 

taught databases, web development and various artificial intelligence and scientific computing 

topics. He has a particular interest in postgraduate education, and has taken several roles within the 

School and Faculty concerning both taught and research postgraduates; on a broader level he has 

been a contributor to the new 6th edition of the well-known guidebook How to Get a PhD. 

For the last two years he has acted as Assistant Secretary to the committee, and has taken on a 

number of aspects of the role such as maintaining the action list and looking after the mailing lists. 

Also, he has been careful to observe the various processes involved in the main Secretary role, and is 

therefore in a good position to take on this role for the next two years. 

Nominations for election to the Committee (5 positions, 4 nominations) 

Sally Fincher, Professor of Computing Education, University of Kent 

I sit on the Core Management Group of the School of Computing, act as Director of Graduate Studies 

(Research), and lead the Computing Education Research Group. My work is centrally concerned with 

the teaching and learning of Computing, with particular emphasis on teachers and teaching 

practices. I have worked on several major computing education projects, such as the Bootstrapping 

Research in Computer Science Education series, and the UK “sharing practice” project: 

http://www.sharingpractice.ac.uk. I am Editor-in-Chief of the Journal Computer Science Education 

(jointly with Laurie Murphy), a UK National Teaching Fellow, a Senior Fellow of the UK Higher 

Education Academy and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 

I am interested in standing for the Committee to continue my work on the funded Computing 

Graduate Employability project, currently a work-in-progress of the Learning Development Group. 

We are working to gather, analyse and present case studies of employability practices in Computing 

Departments in the UK. Currently we are working with the community to identify the spectrum of 

practices (via workshops and site visits) and will report in July 2015. 



Professor Vic Grout, BSc, PhD, FRSA, CMath FIMA, CEng FIET, CSci CITP FBCS, SMIEEE, SMACM 

Vic Grout currently serves on the national UK CPHC Committee as Chair of the CPHC in Wales.  He is 

also unofficially the CPHC website and social media coordinator, including being responsible for the 

migration of cphc.ac.uk to its new home – and its new design – last year.  In standing for re-election, 

he hopes to continue to raise the CPHC’s profile with universities, industry, government, schools, 

colleges, students and the wider public through all these means.  He is also the CAS hub leader for 

North East Wales and a TechnoCamps coordinator.  Vic has a BSc in Mathematics and Computing 

from Exeter and a PhD in Communication Engineering from Plymouth.  He is currently Professor of 

Computing Futures at Glyndŵr University in Wrexham.  He is an approved BCS accreditation 

assessor, an IET recommended speaker and an EC H2020 expert, ethics consultant and panel vice-

chair.  He is a Chartered Engineer, Chartered Electrical Engineer, Chartered Scientist, Chartered 

Mathematician and Chartered IT Professional, a Fellow of the RSA, IMA, BCS & IET and a Senior 

Member of the IEEE & ACM.  

Vic has worked in senior positions in academia and industry for nearly 30 years and has published 

over 300 research papers, patents and books.  His research interests span several areas of 

computational mathematics, including artificial intelligence and the application of heuristic 

principles to large-scale problems in Internet design, modelling, simulation, management, security 

and control.  He has also worked extensively on projects using assistive technologies to help the 

elderly and disabled live longer independent lives.  He is an experienced ‘futurologist’ - with 

particular a focus on the ethical and moral dimensions of technological evolution and is a frequent 

contributor to TV, radio and technical blogs, including his own “Turing’s Radiator” (vicgrout.net). 

Keith Miller, Manchester Metropolitan University 

Keith Miller is the Head of the School of Computing, Mathematics and Digital Technology and 

Associate Dean (International) for the Faculty of Science and Engineering of Manchester 

Metropolitan University (MMU).  After a successful career in industry, developing systems for large 

companies, Keith moved into academia in the late 1980s.  He has had a varied career with a range of 

roles including programme manager and research group leader.  Keith’s research interests are in 

design methods and evaluating impacts of technology.  He has led bids for EU, TSB and regional 

development funding and his work has often been in partnership with industry.  He leads one of the 

largest Computing and Mathematics Schools in the country, overseeing the growth of digital 

technology areas such as computer games and animation.  The School has over 60 academic 

members of staff and a student population in the order of 1,400 FTEs.  Keith has overall 

responsibility for all aspects including teaching and learning, research and enterprise.  Keith has had 

strategic leadership responsibility in the Faculty of Science and Engineering for Employability and 

Learning Technology, and now has the Internationalisation portfolio, in addition to his Head of 

School role.  He has been an active member of the British Computer Society since 1995, chairing its 

Methods and Tools Specialist Group for four years.  Keith is an experienced academic accreditor for 

the BCS and his current activity on curriculum development includes work on degree 

apprenticeships.  He remains committed to supporting the discipline of computing including 

developing outreach activity with schools to widen participation and enhance diversity.   Recent 

work includes collaborating with CAS, promoting CodeClub, organising hackathons, and supporting 

Faculty and School submissions for Athena SWAN.  I am standing because I think my experience will 

be useful in developing the work of CPHC, particularly in relation to Government policy on Computer 

Science.  



Dr Rupert Ward, Head of Informatics, University of Huddersfield 

I have been Head of Department at Huddersfield for 6 years. I am a National Teaching Fellow and 

Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, both awards recognise my contributions, both 

individually and as part of teams, to a wide range of teaching and learning initiatives and innovations 

within the University and beyond. I have been a member of the CPHC committee for the last two 

years and I am keen to continue to contribute to CPHC and to support computing at a time of 

unprecedented change and national interest in the discipline. 


